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No. 5716. Thursday, April 16, 1840, _ Price ld. 
a ‘The Play's the thing.” —Ask for Thomas’s Observer. 


VicToRIA.—This Theatre was last night crowded by a highly 
respectable audience, and the whole of the performances went off 
io the best possible manner. The Play of King John was the 
first piece, in which G. Bennett personated the English Monarch, 
Elton, Faulconbridge, and Mrs, W. West, the Lady Constance; 
they were deservedly applauded. BBellini’s delightful Opera of 
La Sonnambula followed, Amina, Mrs, Grattan, Liza, Mrs. 
Allcroft, and Elvino, Mr. Collios. Of the ladies, we have only 
to say that they acted and sang in a very pleasing manner, and 
the plaudits they received were very justly bestowed. As to Col- 
lins, we never remember to have seen him to so much advantage, 
not even-io bis celebrated character of Paul Clifford ; we had no 
idea he could execute the very difficult music of the part with 
so much ease and expression, and the enthusiastic applause which 
his performance elicited from all parts of the house throughout the 
Opera, confirmed it ss a most successful and talented effort. He 
and Mrs.Grattan were vociferously called forward at the conclusion, 
and the latter repeated the finale. A Pantomimic Sketch con- 
cluded. The entertainments were for theBenefit of Mr. C. Bender. 

Montfieury, the French Tragedian.—Montfleury, a French 
comedian, was one of the greatest actors of his time for characters 
higbly tragic. He died of the violent efforts he made in represent- 
ing Orestes, in the Andromache, of Racine. The author of the 
*< Panasse Reforme,”’ makes him thus express himself in the shades. 
There issomething extremely droll in his lamentations, and it con- 
veys a severe raillery on the inconvenience which tragic actors 
must certainly feel in an extreme degree.—“ Ab! how sincerely 
do I wish that Tragedies had never been invented! I might then 
have been yet in a state capable of appearing :on the stage, and 
if I should not have attained the glory of sustaining sublime cha- 
racters, I should at least have trifled agreeably, and have worked 
off my spleen in laughing. 1 have wasted my lungs in the violent 
emotions of jealousy, love, and ambition. A thousand times have 
I been obliged to force myself to represent more passions than Le 
Brun ever painted or conceived. I saw myself frequently obliged 
to dart terrible glances ; to roll my eyes furiously in my head, 
like a man iosane ; to frighten others by extravagant grimaces, 
to imprint upon ‘my countenance the .redness of indignation and 
hatred ; to make the paleness of fear and surprise succeed each 
other by turns; to express the transports of rage and despair; to 
cry out like ademoniac ; and, consequently, to strain all parts of 
my body to render them fitter toaccompany these different im- 
pressions. The man, then, who would know of what I died, let 
him not ask if it is of the fever, the dropsy, or the gout; but let 
him know it is of the Andromache !” 

A Strolling Company.—In the Memoirs of the celebrated 
French actor, Preville, we find the following letter, addressed 
by the manoger of a strolling company to his prompter :—‘* Aft 
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Jast, my dear boy, here we are safe in Provins. The coach office 

undertook to deliver the boxes of snow and hail. The winds and 

tempest came later than we expected, we even lost a zephyr. 

The tbhuoder got broke on the road, and we have been forced to 

have fresh sodder for the two lightnings. Our diviaities are well, 

with the exception of Love, who has got the small pox. The 

Graces have been inoculated ; we were obliged to leave them 

bebind on the road, with the brick wall, which being wrapt round 

the suo to keep it from getting soiled, was rubbed to pieces by 
the sharp rays. Our rivers and sea are coming by water; and 
pray, whea you come yourself, do not forget to bring iots of | 
clouds with you, and a new moon. A torrent, too, will be wanted, 
for our last bas most uoluckily got burnt. Iam anxious for a full 


account of your purchases, to which you must add two yards of 
weepiog-willow. Ever Yours.” 


Fashionable Lounges. 
To the Editor of The Theatrical Observer. 


Dear Me. Eottoa.—Just wish to say a word—beg pardon, but will you 
excuse me—I have to mention that I’ve arranged so ag to rub shoulders with 
my friends and the fashionable world at one or other of the Grand Lounges 
about town :— 

Monday, stroll’d to Madame Tussaup’s elegant Exhibition, Golden Corinthian 
Saloon, Baker-.t., Portman Sq.—Just added to their unrivalled collection, the 
aplendid full length figures of Her Majesty the Queen, in her Windsor uniform, 
and Prince Albert in his military costume, also the group of John Knox, reprov- 
ing Mary Queen of Scots, consisting of Mary, Elizabeth, Henry VIII, Luther, 
Calvin, and Knox, in magnificent costumes. 

Tuesday, I am to be found at the Royat Dronama, Regent’s Park, admiring 
the two splendid Paintings byLe Chevalier Bouton, representing The Coronation 
of Her Majesty Queen Victoria, in Westminster Abbey, and the Interior of the 
Church of Santa Croce, at Florence, with all the effect of light and shade, from 
noon till midnight. This Exhibition is always crowded with fashionables. 

Wednesday, pop into the CosMonama, 209,Regent Street, to view the new and 
aplendid views now exhibiting—quite delighted. Much amused with the 
astonishing feats of The Indusirious Fleas, which are also daily to be seen here. 

In my way from the Theatre, drop into the Harmonic Meeting, held at EvaNns’s 
Grand Hotel, King Street, Covent Garden,—quite delighted with the excellence 
of the singing, commences every evening at ten o’clock. When Mrs. P. is out of 
town, stay a week, and only pay a guinea for bed and breakfast. I’m always 
to be found on Saturday, at half-past five, at the Convivial Dinner ke'd here. 

Thursday, pay a visit to the Somerset Gallery, 151, Strand, next door to So- 
merset <louse, to see the Royal GlassWorking Exhibition, paid but sixpence for 
admittance. and a specimen given tothe value. Highly amused by seeing the art 
of glass blowing, spinirg. working and modelling, horses, dogs, stags, birds, &c, 

‘** All good spirits come to my Beck,’ at his Dr. Johnson’s Tavern, Holt Court, 
Fleet St:eet—where you meet excellent company—capital fare at fair prices— 
delightful singing—(commences every evening at a quarter to nine,) cigars, 
billiards, good beds, and an enticing bill of fare, 

On the same day, paid a delightful visit to The Typorama, Quadrant, Regent i 




















Street, a large and accurate modelled view of The Underlciff of the Isie of 
White, constructed by L. L. B. Ibbotson, sq. 

Afterwards called at Emmett’s, 27, HolbornHill, to view his Novel Pen Maker 
by which anyone can make a superior Pen {n less than one minute—also bis 


much improved Needle Threader, to enable Ladies, whose sight is impairad to 
thread their needles with the greatest ease—a most ingenious contrivance. 

_ Went to visit some country cousins, found them at Buaxsr’s Tavern, King 
William Street, West Strand, quite surprised at the excellence of their fare, 
and cheapness of their beds, wines, spirits, and accommodation. On a Saturday 
evening there is a highiy respectable convivial meeting held here, whieh com- 
mences at 9 o’clock. 

“Why are my eyes like Balfe’s Opera of The Maidof Artois?” “ Because 
they’ve got the Lightof Other Days inthem!” through trying the efficacy of 
Gaimstoae’s Herbacious Eye Snuff—a 2s. 4d, & Is. 3d. Canister restored my 
visual organs—quite a miracle—left off my spectacles.—Bought at 39, Broad-ste 
HKloomsbury—have a care to the inventor’s signature—and that it is patronized 
by the Roya! Family and authorized by her Majesty's Treasury on each canisters 

On Saturday, 1 examine Miss Linwvod’s curious Needle Work, Leicester 
Square—just added other beautiful specjmens of her art. But A intrude—beg 

rdop—Your’s &.—PAUL PRY. ‘ ela au 
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ITALIAN OPERA HOUSE. 





ThisEvening, & During theWeek, 


ASTRONOMY ! 
Mr. JAMES HOWELL 


Will have the honor of delivering his ANNUAL LEcTURE, during the Lenten 
Season, at the above Magnificent Theatre, which will be illustrated by his 
admired 


TELELUERIAN 


Representing the Earth performing its Circuit through a 


ZODIAC OF STARS; 


Upwards of 100 Feet in Circumference! 





Together with one of the most Splendid 


' ORRERIES 


Ever submitted to the Public, 





NCIS 


degree of Brilliance never yet attempted in 
any Lecture upon this Science, the whole 
being illumined by a new and peculiar 
Method. 


| Introducing many Extensive Scenes presenting a 








2 


The Amusements of the Evening will terminate with an Exhibition of 


DISSOLVING 
VIEWS, 


Prepared expressly by My. CHIE, D B,, commensurate with the 


IMMENSE STAGE! 


The Quadrant Regent Street, 
Perspective Grove, 

Rui ns of the Palace of the Cesars 
Panorama from Blackfriars to Southwark Bridge: 
Tower of London, 

Valiain Abbey, Moonlight, 

Ship at Anchor, 

Ditto in Distress, 

Ditto Morning after the Storm. 
Interior of St. Peter’s, Rome 
Vaults in St. Peter’s, Oxford 
Lake of Como, 

Castle of Chilton, 

Dungeons of Chillon 

Water Mill, Summer 

Ditto, Winter, 

Artic Regions, 

Nelson’s Pillar, Yarmouth 
Windsor Castle. 
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Alteration in Prices, The Stallsat Pit Price. 
Boxes—Lower Tiers, 4s. Upper Tiers, 2s, Pit and Stalls, Is. Commence at 3 











Printed & Published, every Morning, by E. & J. Teomas, 6, Ducees Street, 
Strand —All Lettersto be post paid.-~ Printing in General. 











